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Making Ethnic Diversity work for New Zealand:

We take a strengthens-based approach that emphasises participation and inclusion.
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OEC’s Role
• Different roles within Government 

– MBIE leads in Refugee and 
Settlement area, while OEC is part 
of the supporting agencies

• Refugees are an integral part of 
New Zealand’s growing ethnic 
communities 

• OEC’s work is focused on long term 
outcomes in integration and social 
cohesion 



Leadership:

Youth programme

Women’s programme

Pan ethnic leadership programme

Capability building:

Settling In funding 

Money Matters workshops

Community Mentors

Responsiveness:

Language Line

Faces of our Future
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Future Research
1. Sports and recreation as a 

tool for social cohesion 

• The role of sports and 
recreation in helping ethnic 
communities (including 
refugees) to effectively 
integrate into New Zealand 
society

• The role of sports and 
recreation in creating a sense 
of belonging and building 
social cohesion amongst 
different groups.



Future Research

2. Intra-community issues and conflict resolution

• With a specific focus on: 
• The common causes of intra-community 

conflicts in former refugee communities; 
• how are they resolved through community 

and/or government intervention.  
• Best practices in managing intra-community 

conflicts
• The research could include both domestic and 

international based case studies.



Questions & Answers
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